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In Caracas, a giant poster of Venezuelan
President Hugo Chavez trumpets his
candidacy for re-election last fall.
Chavez, who easily won another term,
has set his sights on strengthening
state media.
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As It Happened

January

3 Thirty-two journalists are killed in
connection with their work in Iraq in
2006, CPJ reports, the deadliest year
for the press in a single country that
the organization has ever recorded.
Worldwide, CPJ finds 55 journalists
killed for their work in 2006. (Related
column, page 4.)

23 In Moscow, authorities tell a CPJ
delegation that police officials in
Chechnya may have been behind the
October 2006 murder of reporter
Anna Politkovskaya (below). (Related
story, page 26.)

February

1 Independent Sudanese daily Al-
Sudani is banned indefinitely for vio-
lating an official ban against publish-
ing articles on the 2006 murder of Al-
Wifaq Editor Mohammed Taha.

22 Egyptian Internet writer Abdel
Karim Suleiman (below) is sentenced
to four years in prison for insulting
Islam and President Hosni Mubarak.
He is the first Egyptian blogger to be
sentenced to prison for his work.
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Novaya Gazetta

Reuters

March

2 [van Safronov, a well-known defense
correspondent for the business daily
Kommersant, falls more than four sto-
ries from his apartment building in
Moscow. Authorities initially call the
death a suicide.

4 The Taliban abduct Afghan journal-
ist Ajmal Nakshbandi, Italian reporter
Daniele Mastrogiacomo, and driver
Sayed Agha in Helmand province.
Nakshbandi and Agha are later killed.
Mastrogiacomo is released in exchange
for five Taliban prisoners.

7 The Mexican Senate passes a land-
mark bill decriminalizing libel. Presi-
dent Felipe Caldero6n (below) signs the
measure into law the next month,
making Mexico the second Latin
American country to repeal criminal
libel laws. El Salvador was first.

April

3 Freelance journalist Josh Wolf, the
longest imprisoned journalist in U.S.
history, is released from federal
prison in California after agreeing to
disclose unedited videotape to prose-
cutors. (Story, Page 48.)

6 In Casablanca, a CPJ delegation
raises alarm about a pattern of puni-
tive court decisions that have threat-
ened Morocco’s independent press.
(Related story, Page 6.)

9 Ethiopia's High Court acquits eight
editors and publishers of Ambharic-
language newspapers who had been
jailed on antistate charges for nearly
18 months. CPJ had called the charges
groundless.

AP

12 Associated Press photographer
Bilal Hussein (below) marks one year
behind bars in Iraq. Despite the
lengthy imprisonment, U.S. forces fail
to charge him or disclose any evi-
dence against him.

AP

May

3 Marking World Press Freedom Day,
CPJ names the 10 “backsliding” coun-
tries where press freedom has most
deteriorated. Ethiopia, the Gambia, and
Russia lead the dishonor roll. m

As They Said

“The issue of journalist perse-
cution is one of the most press-
ing. And we realize our degree
of responsibility in this. We will
do everything to protect the
press corps.”

—Russian President Vladmir Putin
at a February 1 press conference.

“Mr. Wolf is the latest addition
to a club whose growing mem-
bership should trouble us all.”

—Former New York Times reporter
Judith Miller in a New York Sun
column on the jailed blogger Wolf.

“For this government, informa-
tion is about creating one sole
truth, one sole communication,
one sole culture.”

—Analyst Marcelino Bisbal, critiqu-
ing the Venezuelan government’s
aggressive media strategy. (Story,
page 10.)




