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For Immediate Release

OAKLAND Police Department’s Response to the Chauncey Bailey Project
OAKLAND, (CALIF) — Saturday, November 1, 2008, the Oakland Police Department released the following statement to the San Francisco Chronicle and Oakland Tribune.  The Oakland Police Department does not plan to release any further comments about this matter.  The statement was authorized by Assistant Chief Howard Jordan.
For the record: The truth about the Chauncey Bailey murder investigation

Recent media reports that accuse the Oakland Police Department of ignoring key evidence in the ongoing investigation of Chauncey Bailey's murder are categorically false.

At the risk of harming the integrity of criminal prosecutions, the Oakland Police Department cannot comment on every aspect of ongoing criminal investigations. However, media reports have badly misconstrued or misunderstood the facts of this case, and we feel that the public deserves to know the truth about the department's handling of this important investigation.

Here are the facts:

Within the first 24 hours of our investigation, it became apparent that members of Your Black Muslim Bakery, including Yusef Bey IV, were involved in the murder of Chauncey Bailey. Within 48 hours of Bailey's murder, we arrested several bakery members, including Bey IV. Members of the Alameda County District Attorney's Office met with the Oakland Police Department to review reports, discuss the facts of the case and participate in interviews of suspects. All of the facts known at the time were presented to Assistant District Attorney Tom Rogers. Nothing was withheld.
Correction #1: Media reports have alleged that Oakland Police Sgt. Longmire withheld data obtained through a GPS tracking device on Bey IV's vehicle. Not true. The GPS tracking data was presented to Deputy DA Rogers on the day Bey IV was arrested. This evidence was not withheld and the reason it did not appear in Sgt. Longmire's report is that he did not collect it. Another investigator, working on a different case focused on Bey IV, collected this evidence and his work is documented in his report.

Correction #2: It is alleged Sgt. Longmire did not analyze records regarding Bey IV’s cell phone. This statement misleads the public to believe the records were ignored. Nothing was ignored.  Sgt. Longmire actually prepared two search warrants, one for Bey IV’s cell phone records and one for his cell phone.  He had to wait for the cellular company to provide the records.  When the cellular phone company provided the records they were delivered to the District Attorney’s Office for analysis as part of the District Attorney’s follow up investigation.     

Correction #3: It was alleged that Sgt. Longmire interfered in another investigation related to Bey IV. Not true. The evidence suggests just the opposite - that Sgt. Longmire attempted to use his familiarity and knowledge of Your Black Muslim Bakery to convince bakery members who were suspects to voluntarily submit to a police interview. The bakery members then refused to cooperate, but we were able to arrest one of the members on an outstanding warrant.  There is no evidence Longmire interfered in any criminal investigations. 
The Oakland Police Department respects the charging decisions made by the District Attorney in the Chauncey Bailey case. As the District Attorney indicated in a July press interview, charging Bey IV prematurely at the beginning of this investigation as an accessory could have precluded more serious charges against him in the future. Bey IV is now in custody and facing a possible life sentence in a separate kidnapping/torture case. Devaughndre Broussard, who we believe is Bailey's killer, has been charged with murder. Both the Oakland Police Department and the District Attorney's Office continue to investigate Bailey's murder and to gather evidence to support future prosecutions, including evidence regarding Bey IV's role in the crime.

The Oakland Police Department also respects the rights of journalists to cover and investigate stories of interest and concern to the public. However, we hope that reporters covering this story will not jump to conclusions without first understanding accepted police interrogation and investigation procedures, and we urge the media to not ignore important facts in their investigation of this case, which is rightfully of great interest to the community.  The only appropriate place to reveal the “full story” and all of the facts of this case is in a courtroom, not in any newspaper or on the nightly news.   
We welcome the State Attorney General's Office to review the police department's investigation. At the same time, the Oakland Police Department will continue its work with outside experts reviewing this case to make sure it is handled with the highest level of integrity.

We remain committed to our investigation of the murder of a working journalist on our streets, and to bringing every responsible person to justice.
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